
What is the Gospel? 
 
We are continuing our discussion on the biblical meaning of faith as God’s appointed means 

by which Christ is apprehended as he is proclaimed in the gospel. 

 The Scripture provides us with another example of those that were associated with 

the church and that had demonstrated some attractive form of religion but that were not 

possessors of a living faith, a fides viva.  The scene is the end of Jesus’ Sermon on the 

Mount in which he teaches this very poignant and powerful lesson: “"Not everyone who 

says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of 

my Father who is in heaven.  On that day many will say to me, 'Lord, Lord, did we not 

prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in 

your name?'  And then will I declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from me, you 

workers of lawlessness.'”  Mt 7:21-23.  

 It is very significant that Jesus Christ did not end this sermon with a commanding 

affirmation of the superiority of God’s kingdom but with strenuous admonitions against 

“having the appearance of godliness but denying its power” 2 Tim 3:5.   One can truly say 

that the Lord did not complete his sermon with good news but with bad news, with a 

sobering and solemn warning against the fatality of self-deception.  Further, our Lord 

reemphasizes this grave teaching in verses 24-27 which describe with the distressing 

demise of those who hear his teaching but who refuse to arrange and order their lives upon 

this indestructible truth.  Christ seeks such disciples in whom his word abides, Jn 8:31. 

 The scene is very likely the Last Judgment at which our Lord is exercising his 

sovereign responsibility as Supreme Judge over all the works of man.  Many people appear 

before him at these assizes and are attempting to convince him that they were his true 

disciples.  They ascribe Lordship to him and remind him of the many deeds they had 

performed in his Name, that is, with his full authority.  Their repetition of his title, Lord, in vv. 

21 and 22, indicates the orthodoxy of their profession – Jesus is Lord; the earnestness of 

their petition; and the intensity of their desire to convince him that they were true Christians.  

Their testimony recalls their well-attested [the phrasing of their question, “did we not ..” 

requires a positive answer.  In other words, the reality of their practice was beyond question 

or challenge] religious activities: prophesying in his Name, exorcising demons in his Name 

and performing many miracles.  However, it is all “much ado about nothing.”  Their 

energetic entreaty is futile.  Why?  Because the Lord states explicitly in v. 21 that only he 

who does the will of his heavenly Father will enter the kingdom of heaven.  Jesus Christ, 

God Incarnate, knew their hearts infallibly and denies them entry into the kingdom of 

heaven.  At the same time, he is in essence proclaiming that their enthusiastic charismatic 

practices were all a sham.  See Ex 7:22; 87 with 8:18-19; Acts 19:13 -14; 2 Ths 2:9-10; etc. 

 The lesson is clear: “… faith by which spiritual gifts are exercised is not necessarily 

saving faith.  The New Testament is adamant that gifts are not grace and may even be 

exercised apart from the experience of grace.  This is a warning to all who have received 

the gift of the Spirit, whether of preaching, ruling, or pastoring, or of any kind.”  Sinclair 

Ferguson, The Christian Life: A Doctrinal Introduction, p. 68.   


